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traced up to Mahumud, in both paternal and
maternal lines, and many a hero and begum
of their noble blood filled up the space from
the Prophet down to the youthful Meer Mahu-
mud, my friend's son.

On the tray, with the pedigree, was laid a
nuzza, or offering of five gold mohurs, and
twenty-one (the lucky number) rupees; a bro-
caded cover, fringed with silver, was spread over
the whole, and this was conveyed by the male
agent to the young begum's father. The tray
and its contents are retained for ever, if the pro-
posal is accepted ; if rejected,, the parties return
the whole without delay, which is received as
a tacit proof that the suitor is rejected : no fur-
ther explanation is ever given or required.

In the present instance the tray was de-
tained, and in a few days after a female from
their family was sent to my friend's house to
make a general scrutiny of the zeenahnah and
its inmates. This female was pressed to stay a
day or two, and in that time many important
subjects underwent discussion. The youth was
introduced, and every thing according with the